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Abstract of JP1 0231 382 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To obtain the subject biodegradable composition easy in the control of 
biodegradation rate at a iower cost than that of chitosan alone by drying up an aqueous mixture 
containing the chitosan, polyvinyl alcohol and specific compounds. SOLUTION: This biodegradable 
chitosan-containing composition is obtained by drying up an aqueous mixture comprising (A) 1-50wt.% 
of chitosan preferably having a deacetylation degree of about 70-100mol.% and a viscosity of 1- 
1000cps (20 deg.C) measured in a twt.% aqueous solution, (B) 40-95wt% of polyvinyl alcohol 
preferably having a saponification degree of about 79-97mol.% and a viscosity of 2-100cps measured 
in a 4wt% aqueous solution, (C) two or more compounds each having functional groups capable of 
reacting with amino groups and/or hydroxyl group, such as N-alkoxymethyl groups or N-methylol 
groups, as a crosslinking agent in an amount of 0.5-20wt.% based on the total weight of the 
components A-C, if necessary, (D) ethylene glycol, propylene glycol, etc., and (E) a solvent comprising 
water and, if necessary, a hydrophilic solvent. 
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